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Welcome
Not defined yet.

Participants

Not defined yet.

Mexico City
Mexico is stem from náhuatl dialect metztli, moon god; xictli, navel; and co, place; “in the navel of the moon” or “in the middle of the moon”.
Mexico City, as a municipality, was founded in 1521 by Cortés in the middle of the now drained Lake Texcoco on the ruins of Tenochtitlan, the capital of the Aztec Empire, and of its lesser-known twin city Tlatelolco. In 1525 the rebuilt city served as the capital of the viceroyalty of New Spain and the political and cultural center of Mexico. The importance of the city was such that the Captaincy General of Guatemala, Cuba, Florida, and the Philippines were administered from it. This colonial period culminated with the construction of the baroque Metropolitan Cathedral and the Basilica of Guadalupe.
In the XVIII century, was named “The City of Palaces” by Humboldt. Nowadays, the Aztecs ruins and buildings from the colonial period and the new and modern skyscrapers allow Mexico City be a unique place in the world.   
Mexico City it is one of the largest cities in the world and is classed as a megalopolis as it encompasses one large city that has slowly engulfed other, smaller ones. It is located in the Valley of Mexico (Valle de México), a large valley in the high plateaus (altiplano) at the center of Mexico, about 2,240 meters (7,349 feet) above sea-level, surrounded on most sides by volcanoes towering at 4,000 to 5,500 meters (13,000 to 18,000 feet) above sea-level.
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General Information
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	State
	Distrito Federal

	Capital
	Mexico City

	Surface (km²)
	1,547 km² (D.F.)  

	Attractions  
	Famous landmarks in Mexico City include the Zócalo, the main central square with its time clashing Spanish-era Cathedral, modern-times Palacio Nacional, and ancient Aztec temple ruins Templo Mayor are all within a few steps of one another. The trademark golden Angel of Independence found on the wide, elegant avenue Paseo de la Reforma. 

The Chapultepec park houses the Chapultepec Palace museum on a hill that overlooks the park and its numerous museums, monuments and the national zoo; the National Museum of Anthropology (which houses the Aztec Calendar Stone), the Bellas Artes Fine Arts Palace which is a stunning white marble theater/museum whose weight is such that it has gradually been sinking into the soft ground below, the Plaza of the Three Cultures in the Tlatelolco neighborhood, and the shrine and Basilicas of Our Lady of Guadalupe.




Map Historic Centre
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Program

Crossing the Border:

Financial Access, Remittances, and Directo a MéxicoSM
–  Preliminary Agenda – 

June 4-6, 2006

Mexico City, Mexico

36ª Educational Session

of the Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior (IME), 

Banco de México, and Federal Reserve Financial Services

Location: 

Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores,

Ricardo Flores Magón Num. 1, Tlatelolco, Mexico City


[image: image11]
Crossing the Border:

Financial Access, Remittances, and Directo a México
Objectives: 1) Promote more in-depth knowledge of the Mexican banking and payments system and account-to-account transfers. 2) Generate interaction between U.S. and Mexican financial institution representatives in order to promote greater use of the banking systems in both countries for sending and receiving remittances through Directo a MéxicoSM and for broadening access to banked services.

Sunday June 4, 2006:
Participant Arrivals to Hotel





Sheraton Maria Isabel Hotel & Towers





Paseo de la Reforma 325 Col. Cuauhtemoc





Mexico City, Distrito Federal 06500





Phone: 011-52-55-5242-5555





Fax:
 011-52-55-5207-0684





Email: SMI@Sheraton-Maria-Isabel.com

15:00 – 18:00 hrs.

 Participant Registration at the hotel.

18:30 – 19:30 hrs.
Cocktail – Sponsored by the Federal Reserve Financial Services

19:45 hrs.
Departure to Bellas Artes 


20:30 – 22:10hrs.
Folklore Ballet at the Bellas Artes

22:30  hrs.
Departure to hotel

Monday June 5, 2006:

7:00 - 7:45 hrs.

 Breakfast at Hotel Restaurant 

8:00 hrs.


 Departure to the conference facility at Secretaría de 




 
 Relaciones Exteriores

Location: Ricardo Flores Magón No. 1 Conference Area

8:30 hrs.- 9:00 hrs.
Welcome Remarks 

Guillermo Güémez, Deputy Governor of Banco de México

Patrick Barron, First Vice President for the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta

Dr. Luis Ernesto Derbez, Secretario  de Relaciones Exteriores (Ministry of Foreign Affairs). 
Location: Conference Area - Sala Magna. All sessions will be in this conference room, except when noted otherwise. 

This session will welcome the bank executives to the seminar as well as provide content on the importance of remittances in the Mexican economy and to the Mexican communities in the United States.

9:00 – 9:30 hrs.
Orientation to the seminar including a review of the program


Objectives of the Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior
Carlos González, Executive Director of the Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior

9:30 - 10:20 hrs.

Session I
Remittances from the United States to Mexico

Jesús Cervantes, Director of Economic Measurement, Banco de México

10:20 – 10:40 hrs.

Break

10:40 – 11:40 hrs.
Session  II

Bankarization, Financial Access, and Transparency.

Marcos Martínez, President of the ABM

Javier Gavito, CEO of BANSEFI

11:40 – 12:00 hrs.

Group Photo
12:00 – 13:00 hrs.

Session III

Overview of the Mexican Banking System

 Guillermo Zamarripa, General Director, Banking and Savings Department of the Secretaría de Hacienda y Crédito Público (Ministry of Finance)
13:00  – 14:30 hrs.
Lunch

Challenges and Opportunities in Account-to-Account Remittances

Dr. Manuel Orozco, Senior Associate, Inter-American Dialogue

Location: Dining Salon of the Chancellery

14:30 – 15:45 hrs.

Session IV
  Mexican Commercial Banking Executive Session

  Ignacio Deschamps,  BBVA Bancomer


 Manuel Sescosse, Banorte

 Gerardo Ponce, Banco Azteca

15:45 – 16:40 hrs.
Session V


Using Remittances in Building Infrastructure and Social Projects: Programas 3x1 (Sedesol) and Invierte en México (NAFIN)

Irma Hidalgo Director of the Program “3x1”, SEDESOL


Javier Fernández, Director of the Program “Invierte en Mexico”, NAFIN
17:00 hrs.


Adjourn/ Departure to hotel

18:00 hrs.


Departure from hotel to Dinner hosted by Banco de México

Location: Antique Coin Museum

18:30 hrs.


Tour and Dinner in the Antique Coin Museum 

22:00 hrs.


Departure to hotel

Tuesday June 6, 2006

7:40 - 8:25 hrs.

Breakfast at Hotel Restaurant

8:45 hrs.


Departure to the conference facility at Secretaría de 




Relaciones Exteriores

Location: Ricardo Flores Magón No. 1 Conference Area

9:20 - 10:00 hrs.

Session VI
Building Customer Loyalty: A Community Perspective

Deyanira Del Rio, Project Director, Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy Project

10:00 – 10:30 hrs.
Session VII

  Regulatory and Legal Issues in Banking the Mexican Community in the United States. 


Juan Sanchez, Assistant Vice President of Supervision and Regulation, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta.

10:30 – 10:45 hrs. 

Break

10:45 - 11:50 hrs.

Session VIII
U.S. Financial Institutions Executive Session 

Representatives of U.S. financial institutions are being invited to discuss how they offer Directo a MéxicoSM and their efforts associated with remittances and the Hispanic community in the United States. 

11:50 – 12:40 hrs.

Session IX

Demonstration of Tools to Enhance Bank Usage and Remittance Strategies

  Xavier Fax, New Product and Business Development, Bansefi

  



Luis Fabre, Vice President, CONDUSEF





12:40 – 13:15 hrs
Session X


Expectations of the New Alliance Task Force


Michael Frias, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)

13:15 - 13:30 hrs.
Closing Remarks

  Banco de México  

 Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior 

 Federal Reserve
13:30 hrs
Closing Reception


 Light refreshments will be provided

14:30
Adjourn/ Departure to hotel

Bellas Artes Palace
The Palacio de Bellas Artes ("Palace of Fine Arts") is the premier opera house of Mexico City. It was designed by the Italian architect Adamo Boari in 1901 but construction was not completed until 1934, in a spectacular art deco interiors, and for the majestic Art Nouveau exterior. The weight of the building is so massive that it has been sinking a few centimeters yearly since the completion of its construction.

The construction site was chosen by President Porfirio Díaz beacause it was located in downtown (by then, Mexico City´s financial and hosting district), on an elegant park promenade, and face to face with the tallest buildings in the city from the early 1920´s to the late 1930´s. The building is famous for both its extravagant Art Nouveau exterior in imported Italian white marble as well as its murals by Diego Rivera, Rufino Tamayo, David Alfaro Siqueiros, and José Clemente Orozco.

Rivera's "Man in Control of the Universe" (or "Man at the Crossroads") mural was originally painted for the Rockefeller Center in New York City but Rockefeller ordered it destroyed for being too radical. Rivera repainted it here in 1934.

The theater is used for classical music, opera and dance, notably the Ballet Folklórico. Maria Callas sang in several productions at the Palacio early in her career, and recordings exist of several of her performances here.

The Palacio has two museums: the Museo del Palacio de Bellas Artes and the Museo de la Arquitectura. Metro Bellas Artes is located alongside.
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Tlatelolco
Tlaltelolco is an area in Mexico City, centered on the Plaza de las Tres Culturas, a square surrounded on three sides by an excavated Aztec pyramid, the 17th century church Templo de Santiago, and the modern office complex of the Mexican foreign ministry.

Originally it was an independent aztec city, but it was absorbed by Tenochtitlan. During the Aztec rule, it was the market district of the Aztec capital Tenochtitlán, probably one of the largest in the Americas.

According to Conquistador Bernal Díaz del Castillo, it was larger than the city of Sevilla and larger than any market any of the Spaniards had seen, even those of Venice and Constantinople, with about 20,000 to 40,000 people trading.

When the conquistadors led by Hernán Cortés lay siege to Tenochtitlán, they conquered and razed it district by district. The surrounding aztec cities surrendered to Hernan, but Tlatelolcas remain with the aztec (Tenochcas). The Aztecs, led by Cuauhtemoc, were finally confined to Tlaltelolco, where they made their last stand, and were defeated beside the Tlatelolcas and slaughtered by the conquistadors.

Over 40,000 Aztec men, women, and children perished at Tlatelolco on August 13, 1521.

The Nonoalco-Tlaltelolco housing project, built in the 1960s, is served by Metro Tlaltelolco. It is also home to the pyramid-shaped Banobras building, which houses a 47-bell carillon. At 125 m, this is the world's tallest carillon tower and was home of the Foreign Relations Secretariat.

In 1967, the Treaty of Tlaltelolco was opened for signature, with the aim of establishing a nuclear weapons-free zone throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. Since then, all the region's countries have signed and ratified the treaty.

On October 2, 1968, ten days before the start of the 1968 Summer Olympics the plaza was the scene of the Tlatelolco massacre, in which more than 300 student protestors were killed by army and police. In 1985 many housing buildings were destroyed or suffered damages due to an earthquake which affected Mexico City. One structure, The "Nuevo León" Building, became a symbol of the Mexican people´s solidarity during the disaster, represented in a small square in the spot where the building collapsed.

Antigua Casa de Moneda
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Between 1731 and 1734, the Casa de Moneda, was built by Spanish architect Juan Peinado. The gold and silver proceeding from the Mexican mine exploitation were minted there. It is for this reason that the neighboring street changed names and became Moneda Street, name kept to date.

Several scholars have made their interest on the building evident, due to its political and economic importance. As one of them would say, the sole façade, well-balanced and of great beauty, placed it amongst the most valuable buildings of colonial architecture. Indeed, the Casa de Moneda stands out as an architectonic model aimed more at functionality and sobriety than at the fastuous, express demonstration of wealth and power, so distinctive of colonial constructions. It is also renowned for having survived in the face of countless waves of modernization, preserving a great amount of the elements which conformed the original design. Thus, today we can note the nails and knockers of the main door, made from a brass and bronze alloy, leftover materials from the Cathedral’s choir ironwork, brought from the Philippines. Also preserved on the inner façade is the effigy of Philip V which adorned the main façade up until 1898 when it was replaced by the national coat-of-arms.

The intense craftsmanship which took place at the Casa de Moneda gave way to the creation of the Escuela de Grabado (Engraving School), immediate predecessor of the “Academy of the Three Noble Arts of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture”. 
The Mexican Independence brought about new minting policies which led to the opening of other Mints in different cities around the country. The Mexico City Casa de Moneda moved to that of the Apartado in 1847.

From then on, the old building housed the Supreme Powers guard quarters, the Treasury Department, the Supreme Court of Justice, the University’s Library and Archives’ Vault, the Post Office, the Statistics Department, the Mexican Society of Geography and Statistics, the living quarters and office of the Domestic and Foreign Affairs minister, the Mexican Society of Natural History, the stamp printing office, the Attorney General’s office, the photography department of the War Department, the nickel mint site, the Fire Station, and the Nation’s Graphic Workshops.
Complementary Information

Medical Service

Not defined yet.

Contacts

	María de los Angeles Schacht 

Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores
	mschacht@sre.gob.mx
5063 30 00 ext 4463

	Luis Enrique Vértiz

Instituto de Mexicanos en el Exterior
	lvertiz@sre.gob.mx
50 62 30 17

	José Antonio Sánchez 
	jsanchez@banxico.org.mx
52372036

	Jorge Dávalos.
	jdavalos@banxico.org.mx
52372058 


Hostage

Sheraton Maria Isabel Hotel & Towers 

Paseo de la Reforma 325 Col. Cuauhtémoc 

Mexico City, Distrito Federal  06500 

Phone: 52-55-5242-5555 

Fax:  52-55-5207-0684

Thanks to
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